
AP Research Summer Work

Directions:  Make a copy of this document and complete all sections.  Be ready to submit it to
your teacher electronically on the first day of class in the fall.

Dear Researcher,

Although this course is required for all AMHS students, the skills that you have developed in AP Seminar

and will continue to acquire in AP Research as part of the AP Capstone curriculum will be paramount in

your post-high school success.  We are certain that in a few years you will look back on this course and

realize that it was the most rewarding and practical course in your entire educational experience. We

look forward to working with you in the fall and seeing your ideas for potential research topics.

Part 1:  Read the course description--

“AP Research, the second course in the AP Capstone experience, allows students to deeply explore an
academic topic, problem, issue, or idea of individual interest.  Students design, plan, and implement a
yearlong investigation to address a research question. Through this inquiry, they further the skills they
acquired in the AP Seminar course by learning research methodology, employing ethical research
practices, and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information.  Students reflect on their skill
development, document their processes, and curate the artifacts of their scholarly work through a
process and reflection portfolio.  The course culminates in an academic paper of 4,000-5,000 words
(accompanied by a performance, exhibit, or product where applicable) and a presentation with an oral
defense.”(p. 8, AP Capstone Research Course and Exam Description, 2017)

Now, answer this question:

Some of the parts of what is described above are practiced in AP Seminar, but AP Research will take you
to a new level of research.  Based on the description above, and paying particular attention to what is
highlighted, what is the biggest difference between the research you conducted in  AP Seminar and the
research you will conduct in AP Research?

Part 2:  What is Research?

This section requires you to read the first part of a text we will refer to throughout the course, Practical
Research (PR).  Read the text and respond to the following questions. The portion of the text that you
need can be found here PR pgs 19-25, and just in case you have a burning desire to learn more, the
entire text can be found here Practical Research Full Text

Read pages 19-25 and respond to these questions

1. On page 19, the text differentiates among varying definitions  and expectations for the word
“research.”  It is important for you to understand the essence of the type of research you will be
doing this year.  That is well explained in the words that have been omitted from this quote from
the text.  Read them, find them in the text and then list the words that have been left out in the
box below. “Yet when used in its [the word research’s] true sense -...- the word research can
suggest a mystical activity that is somehow removed from everyday life.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X3E5waIf8tQK8xPZ_-XWeFpWoJRVhHA7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/179cYdHrXnJ5A0XOC9xCbHJKWf0HQlspI/view?usp=sharing


2. Read “What Research Is Not” on page 19-20.  By now, you should have come to the realization
that the research you gathered during AP Seminar is not the same as the research you will be
conducting in AP Research.  List the 3 things PR explains research is NOT.

3. Read “What Research Is” on page 20-25.  Real research requires several steps. This text outlines
7 which are identified in a graphic on page 21 and then explained in detail on the pages that
follow.  Read through these 7 steps so that you understand what each entails.  As you read, be
thinking about what you are considering investigating for your AP Research project to make sure
it will fit these characteristics.  List the 7 steps in the research process below.

Part 3:  Choosing a topic

As you learned in AP Seminar, before you form a research question, you need to know what has been
done in a field, what issues still exist in that field, what the current trends in that field are… to do this,
you will need to do some reading on the current research in the field.  This means finding and reading
academic, scholarly articles (and then proving to us you have done so by completing this document).

Remember, you are going to need to conduct research on your own about your topic.  You will need a
topic that first and foremost interests you.  This is paramount.  Then, you will need to find one that can
be tackled by a high school student in the time frame allotted and with the limited resources available to
you.  That is a challenge.

1. Refresh your memory about the scope and type of research AMHS students have done in the
past by looking over titles from AMHS class of 2020.
https://amhsnewspaper.com/39555/academics/class-of-2020-research-paper-titles/

https://amhsnewspaper.com/39555/academics/class-of-2020-research-paper-titles/


2. Now, put some serious thought into what you want to investigate next year.  When you come
into class in the fall, we want you to have several ideas and a firm understanding of the trends
surrounding your interests.  This will make narrowing scope, matching methods to inquiry and
beginning the research process much easier.  To that end, complete the charts below for 2 topics
that you are considering investigating next year.

Step 4:  First potential topic

1. List your topic/issue you want to investigate below. Be as specific as possible.  Don’t just write
“education” or “music” or “science.”  Need help? Go back to the AMHS titles of 2020-- look at
how narrow their scopes are-- don’t replicate their topics, but replicate the focus on them.  They
are narrow and targeted and looking at specific aspects of topics/issues.

2. What are the current issues surrounding this topic and why do you want to study it?  More
importantly do you think you can, as a high school student, contribute to the current body of
knowledge on this topic/issue?  How?  Ex. Many studies might have been done on academic
achievement and high achieving students, but can you extend that and draw some new
conclusions?  You may not be able to respond to this question until after you have done some
actual AP Seminar style research.

3. Find 3 academic Sources &  respond to the questions about each one.

Academic Source 1:

Find an academic source that is closely related to the issues you mentioned in #2.  This should be one
that is of a high quality and that it could be used in your AP Research paper in the introduction in the
context or review of the literature portion of the paper.  Skim/Read the article.  How could you use the
information in this article?  EX: Does it help you understand methods, provide specific information that
will help you hone in on a clear focus for your paper… Your response should include some specific
content from the article and should not be just some vague statement that could be applied to any
article.

Paste a screenshot of the first page here-- remember, screen shots should show the title, journal, author,
publication and part of the text.  If you need to paste two pages to get enough information, do so.



Academic Source 2:

Find an academic source that is closely related to the issues you mentioned in #2.   How could you use
the information in this article?  Your response should include some specific content from the article and
should not be a vague statement that could be applied to any article.

Paste a screenshot of the first page here-- remember, screen shots should show the title, journal, author,
publication and part of the text.  If you need to paste two pages to get enough information, do so.

Academic Source 3:

Find an academic source that is closely related to the issues you mentioned in #2.   How could you use
the information in this article?  Your response should include some specific content from the article and
should not be a vague statement that could be applied to any article.

Paste a screenshot of the first page here-- remember, screen shots should show the title, journal, author,
publication and part of the text.  If you need to paste two pages to get enough information, do so.

Step 5:  Second potential topic

1. List your topic/issue you want to investigate below. Be as specific as possible.  Don’t just write
“education” or “music” or “science.”  Need help? Go back to the AMHS titles of 2020-- look at
how narrow their scopes are-- don’t replicate their topics, but replicate the focus on them.  They
are narrow and targeted and looking at specific aspects of topics/issues.

2. What are the current issues surrounding this topic and why do you want to study it?  More
importantly do you think you can, as a high school student, contribute to the current body of
knowledge on this topic/issue?  How?  Ex. Many studies might have been done on academic
achievement and high achieving students, but can you extend that and draw some new
conclusions?  You may not be able to respond to this question until after you have done some
actual AP Seminar style research.



3. Find 3 academic Sources &  respond to the questions about each one.

Academic Source 1:

Find an academic source that is closely related to the issues you mentioned in #2.   How could you use
the information in this article?  Your response should include some specific content from the article and
should not be a vague statement that could be applied to any article.

Paste a screenshot of the first page here-- remember, screen shots should show the title, journal, author,
publication and part of the text.  If you need to paste two pages to get enough information, do so.

Academic Source 2:

Find an academic source that is closely related to the issues you mentioned in #2.   How could you use
the information in this article?  Your response should include some specific content from the article and
should not be a vague statement that could be applied to any article.

Paste a screenshot of the first page here-- remember, screen shots should show the title, journal, author,
publication and part of the text.  If you need to paste two pages to get enough information, do so.

Academic Source 3:

Find an academic source that is closely related to the issues you mentioned in #2.   How could you use
the information in this article?  Your response should include some specific content from the article and
should not be a vague statement that could be applied to any article.

Paste a screenshot of the first page here-- remember, screen shots should show the title, journal, author,
publication and part of the text.  If you need to paste two pages to get enough information, do so.




